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his zeal for reform, Burke seriously and  deliberately
defended.

Abuse of patronage, however, was the least formidable
of the charges that descended year after year in a storm
on Walpolo's head. He was roundly and constantly
charged with sustaining a lavish private expenditure by
peculation from public funds.1 The palace which he
built for himself in Norfolk was matter for endless
scandal. Ho planted gardens, people said, in places to
which the very earth had to bo transported in waggons.
He sot fountains flowing and cascades tumbling, where
water was to bo conveyed by long aqueducts and costly
machines. Ho was a modern Sardanapalus, imitating
the extravagance of Oriental monarchs at the expense of
a free people whom ho was at once impoverishing and
betraying. They described him as going clown to his
country seat loaded with the spoils of an unfortunate
nation. Ho had purchased most of tho county of Nor-
folk, and held at loast one-half of tho stock of the Bank
of England. It was plainly hinted that in viexv of a
possible impeachment at some future day, ho had made
himself safe by investing one hundred and fifty thousand
pounds in jewels and plate as an easily portable form of

1 Tims, in tho popular doggerel of tho day--
" But a fow years ago,

AH wo vory woll know,
11 o ficavoo hud ft guinua IUH fob in ;
But by bribing of friendo,
To Burve Ills dark eudH,
Now worth a full million in lUibin.
" AH oftlmth hutwld

That our dubtn Hhonld be paid,
And the nation ho enm-d of hor throbbing ;
Yet on tick wn uttll run,
For tho true winking fund
Is the bottomless pocket of Robin."the very height of
